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CITY OF CANNING — REPORT OF OPERATIONS AND AFFAIRS 
Statement by Minister for Local Government 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Darling Range — Minister for Local Government) [2.38 pm]: I table a report into the 
inquiry into the City of Canning, dated May 2014. On 22 November 2012, having reviewed the findings of a 
departmental authorised inquiry report into the operations and affairs of the City of Canning, the then Minister 
for Local Government, Hon John Castrilli, MLA, suspended the City of Canning council as was recommended in 
the authorised person’s report. On 10 December 2012, Dr Christopher Kendall, a senior legal practitioner with 
extensive practical and academic experience, was appointed as a single member panel under section 8.16 of the 
Local Government Act 1995 to conduct an inquiry into the city. Dr Kendall has concluded his inquiry and has 
provided the inquiry report. 

Dr Kendall makes the recommendation that the council be dismissed. He found that the council failed to provide 
for the good governance of persons in its district. He further concluded that a totality of issues resulted in that 
failure, including, but not limited to, a lack of transparency in many of the council’s decisions; a lack of effective 
community engagement on some issues; the manner of involvement of the council in the city’s administrative 
functions; and, on some occasions, it was a combination of failings by both the council and the administration 
that led to a failure to provide good government. 

The report contains 91 findings relating to the conduct of the council as a body, individual councillors and the 
mayor, as well as the former chief executive officer and administration in general. Having concluded that the 
council failed to provide good governance, Dr Kendall was unable to conclude that the council in its present 
configuration and administration are likely to be able to provide good governance in the future. 

It would therefore be unable to provide good governance for persons in its district. This is while acknowledging 
that there have been significant changes and improvements in the administration of the city. In addition to the 
recommendation that the council be dismissed, Dr Kendall made nine recommendations. These relate to 
councillor education and administrative matters relating to the city and the conduct of such inquiries into the 
future. 

I provided the city and suspended council members with a copy of the report yesterday. The City of Canning and 
suspended members now have 35 days to respond to the report. In accordance with my obligations under the 
Local Government Act 1995, I will decide what action to take after I have received the responses of the city and 
suspended members. 

In accordance with parliamentary processes concerning such reports, I table the document titled “Report of the 
Panel of Inquiry into the City of Canning”. 

Authorisation of Publication — Motion 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON: I move — 

That this house authorise the publication of the “Report of the Panel of Inquiry into the City of 
Canning”. 

Question put and passed. 

[See paper 1692.] 
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